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Policy Development Working Group 

Goals: 

Leverage the strength and diversity of the Linked Learning Alliance to guide policy that promotes expansion of 
pathway options for California youth  
 
Identify key examples, opportunities, and strategies that will advance local, state and federal policies to increase 
students’ access to quality pathways 
 

Working Group Objectives: 

1. Develop workplan for 2010 
2. Further develop policy priorities for 2010-2011, specifically reviewing AB 2648 report recommendations 
3. Develop concrete policy ways Alliance members can support the implementation of policy  
4. Brainstorm ideas to be developed and pursued in 2011-2012 

 

Work to Date 

• Developed operating structure for working group, including: 
o Using the breadth of knowledge of Alliance members to examine and review policy 

recommendations 
o Asserting that the Alliance as a whole supports or opposes specific legislation 
o Developing a process for working group members to examine existing policy and allowing 

individual members to support and oppose legislation  
o Identifying issue areas to further examine – AB 2648 report recommendations, ESEA 

reauthorization, Linked Learning Certification, and Work Based Learning 

• Continue to review and develop policy recommendations for four core policy framework areas identified 
as policy priorities for 2010 – Endorsing a Linked Learning Approach, Alignment with Postsecondary 
and Industry, Curriculum and Instruction, and Teacher and Counselor Preparation 

• Discussed Federal opportunities in promoting Linked Learning, including ARRA, WIA reauthorization, 
and ESEA reauthorization 

• Reviewed AB 2648 report and recommendations 

• Continued developing process for extracting policy recommendations from the “field” utilizing 
ConnectEd’s existing District Initiative work  

• Began identifying Policy Priorities for 2010- AB 2648 Recommendations 
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Current Members: 

Co-Chairs 
Patricia Rucker, California Teachers Association (CTA) 
David Rattray, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 

 
Michael Aaorian, West Contra Costa Unified School District 
Pamela Bachilla, PB Consulting  
Cynthia Borges-O’Dell, Latino Issues Forum 
Teri Burns, School Innovations and Advocacy 
David Butler, Linking Education and Economic Development (LEED) 
Maria Chiara Simani, University of California – Riverside 
Kim Clark, Inland Coalition 
Anthony Cody, Oakland Unified School District 
Charlie Dayton, Career Academy Support Network (CASN) 
Julienne Degeyter, California Association of School Business Officials (CASBO) 
Penny Edgert, California Education Round Table Intersegmental Coordinating Committee (ICC) 
Mike Egan, California Teachers Association (CTA) 
Sophie Fanelli, UCLA IDEA 
Nancy Farnan, California State University (CSU) 
Leslie Flores-Valmonte, Alliance for a Better Community (ABC) 
Isabelle Garcia, California Teachers Association (CTA) 
Rick Graham, California Teachers Association (CTA) 
Mira Guertin, CalChamber 
Liz Guillen, Public Advocates 
Erica Hamilton, Los Angeles Coalition of Essential Schools (LACES) 
Jay Hansen, State Building and Construction Trades Council of California 
Penni Hansen, California Department of Education (CDE) 
Deanna Hanson, National Academy Foundation (NAF) 
Monica Henestroza, Public Advocates 
Erika Hoffman, California School Boards Association (CSBA) 
Karen Humphrey, California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC) 
Cris Johnson, California Teachers Association (CTA) 
Tammy Johnson, Applied Research Center  
Branche Jones, California Charter Schools Association (CCSA) 
Ian Kaiser, Vallejo City Unified School District  
Jean Kaput, Mira Costa Community College 
Jeremy Lahoud, Californians for Justice 
Alicia Lawson, Twin Rivers Unified School District 
Brian Lee, Fight Crime: Invest in Kids CA 
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Efrain Mercado, ACT, Inc.  
Colin Miller, California Charter Schools Association (CCSA) 
Tiffany Mok, ACLU Foundation of Southern California 
George Montgomery, California Association of School Counselors (CASC) 
Christy Moustris, Elk Grove Unified School District 
Mallory Newell, California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC) 
Steve Pinning, California Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (CAROCP) 
David Plank, Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE) 
Laura Preston, Association of CA School Administrators (ACSA) 
Norma Provencio Pichardo, Workplace Hollywood 
Joe Radding, California Department of Education (CDE) 
Chelsey Rask, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
Chris Reefe, California Department of Education (CDE) 
Lee Angela Reid, California State Senate Office of Research 
Pedro Rosado, California State Senate 
Jessie Ryan, Campaign for College Opportunity 
Marisa Saunders, UCLA IDEA 
Talma Shultz, LA Small Schools Center 
Randi Scott, California Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (CAROCP) 
Michelle Siqueiros, Campaign for College Opportunity 
Angelica M. Solis, Alliance for a Better Community (ABC) 
Helen Torres, Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) 
Sue Westbrook, California Federation of Teachers (CFT) 
Tanya Wolters, California Charter School Association (CSSA) 
Rosaline Zylstra, California Charter School Association (CSSA) 
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