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COALITION FOR MULTIPLE PATHWAYS

Pathway Development Working Group
Friday, June 26, 2009

Meeting Notes

Participants
Keith Archuleta,

Jim Blackburn,
Jennielyn Dino-Rossi,
Hannah MacLaren,
Effrain Mercado,
Robin Mencher,

Carol Rowen,

April Treece,
Kathy Harris,
Jose Hernandez,
Penni Hudis,

Key Discussion Questions

After introductions, Penni summarized the four main topics of focus for the meeting:

1.

=

How do we generate more interest in existing articulation agreements with community colleges and
how do high schools begin to form these?

Should we consider articulation of entire pathways (versus the current course-by-course method)?

Jim Blackburn will discuss creating more high school connections to four-year universities.

Kathy Harris will give an overview of the District Initiative, and Jose Hernandez will update the
group on the Policy Working Group’s policy priorities.

Articulation Agreements

Participants in the Pathway Working Group expressed an interest in promoting greater use of high school to

community college articulation agreements as a way to increase rates of transition to postsecondary education.

Currently, there is a California Community Colleges website that serves as a resource for understanding

articulation, designing new articulation agreements, and identifying approved articulated courses

(http://statewidepathways.org/index.html). How can the Pathway Working Group promote the use of the

website and the articulation process, more generally? For example, does the group want to create step-by-step

instructions specifically aimed at the high school level? Suggestions were offered by the group on how to

improve the process and make articulation central to the development of multiple pathways:

1.
2.

Indicate where each articulated course fits into a pathway sequence.

Consider outreach strategies such as sponsoring meetings to target specific faculty and develop
relationships with them.

Broaden the postsecondary focus beyond community colleges by creating a central website that
includes articulation agreements with community colleges, UCs and CSUs.


http://statewidepathways.org/index.html
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4. Reframe the concept of articulation by developing agreements for whole pathways, not simply
individual courses.
5. Bring industry partners into the process by creating local industry relationships. (For example, the
CSU already has relationships with engineering and health sciences).
April, Kathy, Jose and Penni will confer to consider how the Coalition can explore these and other ideas to
increase the development of articulation agreements and enhance their role in multiple pathways
development.

Promoting Connections

Jim Blackburn spoke about ways in which the existing “a-g” course approval process could be used to create
more connections between high schools and postsecondary. The group agreed that it is desirable to get as
many CTE courses as possible onto the a-g list so that students can complete a technical sequence as part of
their high school pathway experience. Increasing the number of approved a-g, CTE courses would increase
the potential for completing a technical sequence within a pathway program.

Participating members offered several suggestions concerning ways to increase the number of a-g approved
CTE courses:

1 Jose indicated that ConnectEd has been considering how an entire pathway might be a-g approved,
as opposed to a course-by-course approach. One way to do this would be through pathway
certification at the level of high school districts.

1 April suggested that ConnectEd serve as a repository of information about a-g approved CTE courses
and a resource hub of information for both high school districts and community colleges.

1 Kathy will ensure that the coaches involved with ConnectEd’s District Initiative are aware of the
desirability of submitting pathway technical courses for a-g approval.

9 ConnectEd will continue to communicate with UC and CSU representatives to pursue the goal of
having 10,000 courses that are a-g approved (there are currently about 6,000).

Certification

Meeting participants agreed that it would be beneficial to support the articulation of entire pathways. Kathy
and others at ConnectEd, especially Arlene LaPlante, will continue working with our partner organizations to
establish a core set of quality indicators for pathways and to establish a streamlined certification process. The
goal is for this effort to create consistency across participating districts. Elements of this process include
making course titles consistent, setting benchmarks on standards and assessment, and establishing needed
organizational partnerships. This certification process is a true partnership effort, with major input coming

from other organizations, including NAF, CASN, CDE, and others.

District Initiative Update
Kathy provided an update on the District Initiative. Six districts have been funded with full implementation
grants (Antioch, Sacramento City, Long Beach, Porterville, Pasadena and West Contra Costa) and four

disics have been given furche: [N



