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Update on CTE a-g approvals - Jim Blackburn, CSU

Senate Bill 147 (DeSaulnier) passed the legislature and was signed by the Governor. This
bill requires the Trustees of the California State University and strongly urges the Regents of
the University of California to recognize, beginning January 1, 2014, students’ completion
of all career technical education courses that meet standards adopted by the State Board of
Education. CSU faculty have begun working on a process to establish criteria for identifying
CTE courses that meet these standards. CSU is concerned that this bill reinstates pre-existing
differences between course qualifications for UC and CSU and will requirement additional
resources for implementation.

In addition, there currently is a project under the auspices of BOARS (Board of Admissions
& Relations with Schools) that includes two CSU faculty in a subgroup. The mission of the
subgroup is to come up with a series of templates for CTE courses that, if followed, will
result in approval to the “a-g” list. The template will replace the current course submission

process.

District Initiative update - Kathy Harris, ConnectEd

Six California school districts (Porterville, Long Beach, Pasadena, West Contra Costa,
Antioch, and Sacramento City) have completed a pathway planning process and have
received additional full funding to implement career-focused pathways district wide. Four
additional districts (LAUSD local district # 4, Montebello, San Diego, and Stockton) have
been partially funded for further planning grants. One district (Oakland) has started
pathway planning in collaboration with ConnectEd and is providing their own funding for
this work.



In the District Initiative, ConnectEd is working at two levels:

1. District policy level—ConnectEd is working with district leadership teams and
coaches (provided by ConnectEd). These teams are identifying and addressing
policy and procedural issues that can enhance or hinder pathway implementation.

2. Program level—ConnectEd is working with pathway teams within districts to help
them achieve quality implementation (certification).

Certification process and pathway certification tool - Kathy Harris, ConnectEd
ConnectEd is working with a design team consisting of representatives from several partner
organizations to establish a certification process that will evaluate or assess the quality of
pathway programs. These partners include the California Department of Education, Career
Academy Support Network, National Academy Foundation, and the National Career
Academy Coalition.

SDSU Teacher Preparation Project update - Penni Hudis, ConnectEd

ConnectEd is collaborating with the School for Teacher Education at San Diego State
University. This project, directed by Dr. Nancy Farnan, is separately funded by a grant to
SDSU from the James Irvine Foundation. This project recognizes the need to prepare new
academic teachers with the additional skills required in career-themed pathways, academies,
and small learning communities. ConnectEd and many other organizations currently
provide a considerable amount of professional development for teachers who are already in
the classroom. Similar content related to curriculum design and instructional methods is
needed within pre-service programs.

The project began with a planning phase and has continued for two years at SDSU. Faculty
are currently preparing a second cohort of SDSU students for a SB 2042, single-subject
credential “with a multiple pathways lens.” Ultimately, seven additional teacher preparation
institutions will be part of the project. CSU San Bernardino, Sacramento State, and CSU
Fresno have joined the project over the past year.

WASC/Multiple Pathways Conversations - Kathy Harris, ConnectEd

Conversations with the leadership group of WASC this year emphasized the importance of
looking at multiple pathways as a promising practice within secondary education delivery.
ConnectEd is communicating with WASC to determine how multiple pathways high school
improvement efforts can be incorporated into the WASC review process.



WBL Subcommittee - April Treece, Contra Costa Economic Partnership
Keith Archuleta and April Treece have been working with Rob Atterbury and Kathy Harris

from ConnectEd to identify new models for Work-Based Learning (WBL). They are
particularly interested in approaches that are sustainable under conditions of constrained

and



