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Linked Learning Updates —DC Briefing, Name Change and District Implementation Grants

A briefing took place in conjunction with the Alliance for Excellent Education on Capitol Hill in DC on March 5%, to
give Linked Learning consideration for a place in the reauthorization of ESEA. This included a rare group of
stakeholders that came together to show the diverse organizations’ alignment with the Linked Learning approach.
Key members from the Linked Learning Alliance made up most of the panel and included Patricia Rucker (CTA),
Gary Hoachlander (ConnectEd), Veronica Melvin (Alliance for a Better Community), Rick Miller (CDE), Edwin Diaz
(Pasadena USD) and Alma Salazar (LA Chamber of Commerce). Following the briefing a week later, the LA Chamber
made a trip to DC to meet with legislators and staff to further this goal. Those that went discovered that many were
familiar with Linked Learning, partly due to the briefing the week before. For briefing materials, check out:
http://www.all4ed.org/events/LinkedLearning030510.

The Coalition for Multiple Pathways has been renamed to reflect the field name change. Members were able to vote,
and the new name is: Linked Learning Alliance.

ConnectEd received a grant from the James Irvine Foundation to provide 3 more districts with implementation
funding (Montebello USD, Los Angeles USD 4 and Oakland USD). This brings the total number of pathways
implementation districts to nine.

There are currently 44 bills related to Linked Learning, with more on the way, including a Hancock bill focused on
partnership academies. The Legislative Watch is updated weekly and can be found on the ConnectEd website at:
http://connectedcalifornia.org/policy/legwatch.php. The hills are categorized by the 10 priorities of the ConnectEd
Policy Guide, plus one additional category. The Policy Guide can also be found on the website:
http://connectedcalifornia.org/downloads/LL_Expanding Pathways.pdf.
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AB 2648 Report Status

Joe Radding gave an update on the AB 2648 Report. Pat Ainsworth of CDE will testify on Friday providing proposed
ideas for legislation. The report aims for two main accomplishments —to specifically recommend ways to increase the
number of pathways statewide, and in general, to fundamentally rethink the strategies for improving secondary
education. There is strong emphasis on building upon strategies that already exist. Key to the report will be carrying
out the success through schools and districts that need tools and resources to establish this reform. Some
recommendations from participants for the report were to:

1. Frame the college/career prep merge as “postsecondary” options, since postsecondary includes a variety of
options such as apprenticeships, not just college.

2. Make sure that the report emphasizes pathways as an improvement strategy for all, not just those in DAIT
status.

3. Focus on retention in secondary to better equip students for postsecondary success.

4. Eventually, we will need to look at middle school strategies, as students tend to drop out before they even
get to high school.

To delve deeper, discussions will take place on specific chapters of the report at future Brown Bag sessions. Chapters
focusing on Curriculum/Instruction and Teacher Prep/Retention were of interest to explore further. A session on
Accountability/Assessment was also suggested since teachers will be evaluated on new standards in California, even
in areas they do not teach. In addition to Brown Bag sessions, there may be webinars, conference calls and possibly
a blog started, over the next 3-6 months, to discuss specific chapters of the report, possibly with those that are
experts in the focus area, to better inform the discussions.

Among participants, there was concern over CTE teacher retention, as well as more generally about how to frame
the need for high school reform. The following suggestions were made:

9 Ask the nine districts ConnectEd is working with how CTE is integral to their pathways and the evidence
that shows success after high school graduation. Superintendents should be engaged in this discussion.

9 Porterville went to a seven period day by shortening the school year, which helped preserve the CTE
teachers amidst the budget crisis. This should be highlighted.

9 ESEA should include college and career in their language. While they may speak in college/career terms,
they continue to emphasize the college part.

1 Language needs to overcome the notion that pathways are less rigorous. Rather, it is a different way of
teaching /learning.

1 The demand for change needs to come from students. They need to know these options are available to
them, and therefore the communities surrounding the nine districts need to also be aware.

1 Whether we refer to entering the workforce after high school or after college, we are still talking about
workforce preparation, so we should speak in these terms, instead of using either/or.

Federal Agenda: Linked Learning Briefing, ESEA Blueprint, Federal Legislation
Access DC

The LA Chamber convened 220 business leaders, congress members, non-profits, school boards and other southern
California leaders for an annual advocacy event in Washington DC (Access DC). The Chamber was able to build on
the awareness created around Linked Learning from the March 5" briefing. They met with Glen Cummings (the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of OVAE), George Miller’s staff, Arne Duncan’s staff and other key legislative staff, about
issues surrounding education. There was a definite sense that people in DC understood Linked Learning, and that
their views transcended the traditional view.



